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Message from the Mayor
The City of Stanwood is a special place; it is the perfect mix of rural countryside with small town living.
Our symbol is the Snow Goose. The winter migration of the snow goose is one Western Washington's
most spectacular natural events – the annual winter gathering of thousands of Snow Geese and
Trumpeter Swans. Approximately 70,000 snow geese come to the Pacific Northwest from Wrangell
Island in Russia as part of their winter migration route to feed. This is about a 3,100 mile journey.

This City Beautification Action Plan sets in motion a 6-year investment program that celebrates the
beauty of our City by making investments in our businesses, local aesthetics, and infrastructure. As part
of the 2021-2022 Biennial Budget, the City Council approved an on-going budget line item to implement
action items included in this plan.
We welcome new ideas, as well as those within the pages of this Plan. It is intended to be dynamic; as
projects are completed, new projects will be added which add to the goal of beautifying our wonderful
city. Proposed projects will be vetted through the Economic Development Board, Parks and Trails
Advisory Committee or other group as deemed appropriate by the City Council.
I’m excited to see years of planning come off the pages and become a reality for the residents of
Stanwood and our welcomed guests.
With Much Excitement,

Elizabeth Callaghan, Mayor

Introduction
The City of Stanwood, a coastal farming community, is located at the confluence of the Stillaguamish River, Port
Susan Bay and Skagit Bay with beautiful natural areas, working farms, and a wide range of recreation
opportunities. Stanwood functions as the town center for this diverse rural, suburban and urban population
spreading across two counties in what is generally identified as “Greater Stanwood/ Camano.” It is the desire of
the community to preserve its historic rural, small town character while still providing urban level of services to
its citizenry.
Over the last 10 years the City has conceptualized economic
development strategies to promote the vitality of
Stanwood’s Main Street business districts and
neighborhoods. A substantial amount of community
volunteer hours went into crafting a vision for Stanwood’s
future.
Using guidance from these plans, the City is moving forward
with an action plan referred to as the Stanwood City
Beautification Action Program. It consists of 6 key program
elements:
• 72nd Avenue Gateway Signage and Landscaping
• Main Street Revitalization
• Downtown Gateway Features
• SR 532 Beautification
• Wayfinding Signage
• Public Art

City of Stanwood
Economic Development
Strategy
2010
Economic Development
Action Plan
2012
SDAT: Destiny by Design
2015
Downtown Subarea Plan

Achieving full build-out of the Beautification Action Plan will take time, phased implementation and significant
resources. This Action Plan involves investment in both near and long term projects on an on-going basis so that
over time the long range vision of community comes to fruition in the form of physical improvements to the
City’s streetscape. Implementation is anticipated to be a combination of city funded projects and volunteer
support.

3

Action Strategies
The City spent five years and countless hours re-envisioning what Stanwood should look like in the next twenty
years. This robust public process concluded with the adoption of several planning documents; all of which had
similar themes to preserve the community’s historic rural, small town character while promoting the regions as
a wholesome place to live, work and play.
This City Beautification Action Plan will celebrate the beauty of the area and promote the concept of buying
local. It builds on the concepts formed in each of the plans and identifies actual projects that implements those
policies. This guide builds on existing planning documents to create a city that residents are proud to call their
home.

Adopted Planning Priorities
Economic Development Action
Plan
2010
Engage and Organize
Downtown Stakeholders

Water management and
Flooding Mitigation

Invest in Downtown
Beautification

Downtown and Village
Revitalization

Build on the Train Station as a
Focal Point for Downtown
Revitalization

Economic Development
Strategies

Connect the Eastern and
Western Nodes of Downtown

SDAT: Destiny by Design
2012

Sustainable Urban Design

Downtown Subarea Plan –
Appendix to 2015
Comprehensive Plan
Promote Downtown as the
Heart and Core of the
Community
Recognize and Designate East
and West Districts as the
Historic Downtown
Unify Downtown

Transportation and Connectivity

Demarcate Downtown and
Make it Accessible
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Implementation Strategy
The City Council adopted an implementation strategy that includes funding both near term and long term
projects as part of the 6-year Capital Improvement Plan. Near term projects are those that can be completed in
one to two years whereas long term projects are those that require planning, engineering design, formal bidding
and construction by professional contractors.
Project Category
Near – Term

Project Type
Landscaping
Signage
Street Furniture

Long – Term

Street Designs
Gateway Arches
Public Art

After projects are categorized as “near – term” or “long – long”, they are then prioritized according to a four tier
system. Typically, near term projects fall into Priorities 1 or 2 and longer term projects are identified as Priority
3 or 4.





Priority 1: On-going City Beautification budget to fund yearly landscaping, installation of street
furniture, signage, or similar small scale projects.
Priority 2: Specific projects that may take 1 – 2 years to complete and include some planning or public
outreach. Projects with a planning phase could be considered a Priority 2 project.
Priority 3: Funded or partially funded projects that could take between 3 and 5 years to design, permit
and construct.
Priority 4: Projects that take 6 years or longer to conduct public outreach, design, permit, and
construct. These projects will generally be broken into smaller planning phases and moved through
standard project progression processes and included in updated 6-year CIP lists.

This guidebook sets out the strategies and suggested phases to implement the City Beautification Action Plan.
This plan is intended to be viewed with flexibility as projects may be changed and / or reprioritized as projects
are completed, community desire changes, or as funding becomes available.
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SR 532 Gateway Signage and Landscaping
Vision: Gateway signage and landscaping projects should create a sense of place by improving signage at the
City entrances to provide a clear demarcation that someone is entering or leaving the City of Stanwood.
Project Description: Update the City’s gateway signage based off of the historic “Velkomen” sign, with a
connection to the Snow Goose wayfinding signage. There are two proposed types of gateway signage: Primary
signage locations on SR 532 and secondary gateway signage on Pioneer Highway. Landscaping around and near
the gateway signs should be proportional to its location and visibility.
Project Category: Near – Term & On-going
Priority:
Priority 1 - Yearly On-Going Projects:
o Landscape the Corner of SR 532 and 72nd Avenue with street trees and seasonal color.
o

Landscape the SR 532 Corridor from 72nd Avenue to Pioneer Highway to create a tree lined street
effect.

o

Improve landscaping around the City entrance signs near Ovenell Park.

Priority 2 – Projects That Take 1-2 Years to Complete:
o Relocate the existing City entrance sign or construct new sign at 72nd Avenue.
o

Install Snow Goose Sign with community service logos.

o

Add wayfinding signage at 72nd Avenue.

Project Location:
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Budget:
The 6-Year Capital Budget for the 72nd Avenue Gateway Signage and Landscaping Project includes the following
budget allocation:
Budget Description
72nd Avenue Entry Sign
& Landscaping

72nd Avenue Gateway Project List
Project Year
Amount
Project Description
2021
$10,000
Improving Signage on SR 532 and 72nd Avenue
Intersection

Service Club Sign
2021
$10,000
Install a Snow Goose Themed Service Club Sign
SR 532 & Main Street
2021
$5,000
Install Landscaping along SR 532
Landscaping*
SR 532 & Main Street
2022-2026
$10,000 /
SR 532 & Main Street Landscaping and Street
Landscaping*
Year
Furniture
*SR 532 & Main Street Landscaping Budget is a yearly shared budget depending on project priorities
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Main Street Revitalization
Vision: 271st Street, commonly known as Main Street, should become the visual and physical connector
between the City’s two historic downtowns. The East and West End Centers should celebrate their original
history while promoting the downtown area as the commercial heart of Stanwood.
Project Description: Improve the aesthetic quality of Main Street by creating a gateway into the downtown
shopping districts. Main Street’s curb appeal will be enlivened by installing street trees, benches, seating areas,
street trees, flower baskets or flower pots; painting murals which depict local history or community character;
installing mini library boxes; installing etched rocks; hanging seasonal banners, or other similar public
improvements which enhance the visual appearance of the streetscape.
Another element of the Streetscape Beautification element is the Main Street Revitalization project which
consists of reconfiguring 271st Street to create a pedestrian friendly street that includes wide walkable
sidewalks, allows for community festivals, connects the east and west business districts and promotes the
concept of buying local. Project elements include reconfiguring 271st Street travel lanes, building wider
sidewalks and plaza areas, building park areas, installing street trees and planter boxes.
Project Category: Combination of Near – Term and Long –Term
Priorities:
Priority 1 - Yearly On-Going Projects:
o Encourage businesses to use of the Pilot Parklet Program to create outdoor seating and eating
spaces.
o

Install seating, planter boxes, street banners, street trees, and other landscaping along 271st
Street and 270th Street.

o

Define West End District boundaries.

Priority 2 – Projects That Take 1-2 Years to Complete:
o Preliminary East and West End Street reconfiguration public outreach and design options.
o

Site cleanup of the downtown park.

Priority 3 – Project That Take 3 – 5 Years to Complete:
o Final design and construction of the Main Street roadway reconfiguration.
o

Design and construction of the Downtown Park.

Priority 4 – Future Projects Requiring 6 + Years:
o Continued construction of the Main Street festival street in the East & West Ends.
o

Consider boulevard road design options for 271st Street – Center District as a connector between
the East and West End Districts.
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Project Location

Budget
The 6-Year Capital Budget for the Main Street Revitalization Project includes the following budget allocation:
Budget Description
Downtown Park Phase1

Main Street Revitalization Project List
Project Year
Amount
Project Description
2021
$310,000 Site Cleanup & Acquisition

SR 532 & Main Street
Landscaping*

2021-2026

$10,000 /
Year

Installing Landscaping, Benches, Banners, &
Other Beautification Efforts along 271st Street

East & West End Street
Design

2022-2023

$125,000 /
Year

Public Outreach and Preliminary Street
Designs

Downtown Park Phase 2

2022-2024

$1,080,000 Park Design and Construction

271st Street Sidewalk &
Striping

2024-2025

$500,000 /
Year

West End Street
Configuration

$2026

Design and Construction of East End Street
Sidewalk Improvements

$1,000,000 Design and Sidewalk Improvements of West
End District

East End Street
2026
$3,450,000 Design and Construction of East End Festival
Configuration
Street
*SR 532 & Main Street Landscaping Budget is a yearly shared budget depending on project priorities
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Downtown Gateway Features
Vision: Create a gateway arch or feature signifying the entrance into the City’s historic downtown areas: one in
the East District and the West District.
Project Description: The East and West gateway features should be used to signify that people are about to
enter into Stanwood’s historic downtown and located at emphasize the entrances to the two historic downtown
areas. The East and West End gateway features should complement each other while allowing design creatively
to celebrating their unique historical differences. Gateways could include arches, art sculptures, or other entry
concepts, however they should be large in scale to denote the importance of the individual district.
Project Category: Long - Term
Priorities:
Priority 2 - Projects That Take 1-2 Years to Complete:
o Design and potential construct gateway arch / feature near the entrance to the East End District.
Projection Location:
Undetermined at this time. The location of the gateway feature will be determined by consulting with the
business owners in each district, working with the Stanwood Chamber of Commerce and consultation with the
City’s Economic Development Board.
Budget:
The 6-Year Capital Budget for the Downtown Gateway Project includes the following budget allocation:
Budget Description
88th Avenue Gateway
Arch

Main Street Revitalization Project List
Project Year
Amount
Project Description
2021 - 2022
$90,000
Design and construct gateway feature. Seek
donated engineering design and materials to
construct within proposed budget.
As an alternative, design both the East and
West End features and consider construction
at a later date with a possible budget
amendment.
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SR 532 Beautification
Vision: Improve the aesthetic quality of the SR 532 within the City limits by adding landscaping, improving the
walkability of the corridor and promoting seasonal variations with light pole banners and / or street lights.
Project Description: SR 532 is the main road connecting residents to each end of town and portrays the first
impression of the City to tourists coming into town. Envisioned beautification efforts include: colorful street
trees at key nodes / intersections, street trees or colorful shrubbery in the landscape islands / parkways sections
of SR 532, and/or light pole banners.
Project Category: Near – Term
Priorities:
Priority 1 - Yearly On-Going Projects:
o Create a colorful tree lined street curb appeal between 72nd Avenue and Pioneer Highway
o

Landscape key intersections to denote access points into downtown Stanwood: 88th Avenue, 92nd
Avenue, 102nd Avenue.

Priority 4 – Projects That Take 6+ Years:
o Design and construct a roundabout near Ovenell Park with a by-pass road leading north to Skagit
County.
o

Work with the Washington State Department of Transportation to improve the walkability and
bike access along SR 532.

Project Location:
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Budget:
Budget Description
SR 532 Beautification

Roundabout Near
Ovenell Park on SR 532

SR 532 Walkability

SR532 Beautification Project List
Project Year
Amount
Project Description
2022 - 2026
$10,000
Landscape key intersections with low
growing, seasonal, and colorful vegetation to
provide visual context to the Snow Goose
signs and roadways leading to the downtown
business districts.
2021

2021-2023

$40,000
Prepare a feasibility study with WSDOT on a
(Snohomish Potential Roundabout and By-Pass Road
County
Alignment.
Grant)
Staff Time

Using the Non-Motorized Transportation
Plan, Consider options to restripe SR 532 to
accommodate non-vehicle modes to
transportation.
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Wayfinding Signage
Vision: Increase the visibility of local businesses in the community and local travelers through expanding the use
of the Snow Goose Wayfinding Signage program. Signage should include direction to public parking areas and
local businesses.
Project Description: Continue implementation of the Snow Goose wayfinding signage program. Phase 1 was
completed in 2013 along SR 532 and Pioneer Highway. Phase 2 along 271st Street and Phase 3 in the Up Town
District area were identified as future wayfinding areas directing traffic to local businesses. Part of the
wayfinding program should include options for event advertising at predetermined locations. Beautification of
the signage should include landscaping, trees and art that is appropriate for the various wayfinding signage
options.
Project Category: Near-Term
Priorities:
Priority 2 - Projects That Take 1-2 Years to Complete:
o Install gateway signage and landscaping at 72nd Avenue and by Ovenell Park
o Install service club signage near 72nd Avenue
o Install wayfinding signs along 271st Street, 270th Street, Viking Way and in the Uptown Center
o Design and install decorative / seasonal banners in the downtown
Project Location:
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Budget:
Budget Description
Service Club Signage

Wayfinding Signage and
Banners

Wayfinding Signage Project List
Project Year
Amount
Project Description
2021
$10,000
Install a Snow Goose Sign at the intersection
of SR 532 and 72nd Avenue with local service
club emblems on the placards.
2021-2025

$10,000 /
Year

5-year implementation plan to install
wayfinding signs and decorative banners
along the city’s main streets in the downtown
and up town areas.
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Public Art
Vision: Adoption of a public arts program in the City of Stanwood to: promote the Stanwood / Camano Island
area as a vibrant artist community, expand residents’ appreciation of art and to improve the quality of life of
residents and visitors by enhancing public spaces with multiple art forms.
Project Description: Create a partnership with the Stanwood – Camano Arts Advocacy Commission to promote
the arts in Stanwood. This partnership should include the adoption of an arts ordinance and a potential arts
district in the City.
Project Category: Combination of Near and Long Term
Priorities:
Priority 1 - Yearly On-Going Projects:
o Adopt a partnership agreement with the Stanwood – Camano Arts Advocacy Commission with the
City being a member of their Commission that regularly participates in planning activities.
Priority 2 – Projects That Take 1-2 Years to Complete:
o Adopt a 1% for the Arts Ordinance and establish an arts fund. The ordinance should also include
art policies which form the basis for identifying potential project Locations and project types.
o

Consider the adoption of art policies and an “Arts District” with the 2024 Comprehensive Plan
Update.

Priority 3 – Project That Take 3 – 5 Years to Complete:
o Use accumulated art funds to solicit and build art projects.
Priority 4 – Future Projects Requiring 6 + Years:
o Use accumulated art funds to solicit and build art projects.
Project Location: City-Wide
Budget:
Budget Description
Adoption of Partnership
Agreement with
Stanwood Camano Arts
Advocacy Commission
Adopt a 1% for the Arts
Ordinance
2024 Comprehensive
Plan Update

Project Year
2021

Public Art Project List
Amount
Project Description
Staff Time Work with the SCAAC to adopt a partnership
agreement defining roles and responsibilities.

2021-2022

Staff Time

2022-2023

Staff Time

Adopt a 1% for the Arts Ordinance outlining
program parameters.
Work with SCAAC and the Parks and Trails
Advisory on art policies and creation of a
potential arts district.
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Art Design and
Implementation

2023-2026

Unknown

Based on funds collected under the 1% for the
Arts Ordinance begin implementation of the
program.
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Appendix A: 2021-2026 Program Budgets
City Beautification Budget:

18

Downtown Park:
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Main Street Improvements:

20

Appendix B: City Beautification Inspiration Presentation
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Appendix C: Planting Palette Inspiration by Location

43

44

45

46

47

48

Appendix D: Public Comments Summary
City Beautification Program – Comment Summary
Date
May 29,
2020

Commenter
Economic
Development Board

Comments
• The Board fully supports the program and believes the investment in Stanwood is needed.
• Support the “Main Street Parklet” concept and would like to see a pilot program initiated.
• Support the Main Street Revitalization ideas and recommends beginning with the east and
west end business districts first as a single project and leave the center connection project to
a later phase.
• Like the option to close main street the best. Possibly add canopy covers so the street can be
used year round.
• Want the design to provide multi-purpose uses: “table top” plaza design that can be driven on
to accommodate car shows, the farmers market, concerts and festivals. Bollards should be
removal.
• Expand the west end main street revitalization effort into a larger “District” to take in City
Hall, SAAL and the businesses along 102nd Avenue.
• Support the yearly gateway landscape and signage projects, but believes that the proposed
amount of $10,000 a year is too low.
• The gateway arch on 88th Avenue needs more discussion on location. Options include a 4corner structure at the intersection of 88th Avenue and 271st Street, an arch at the new
intersection of Viking Way and 88th Avenue or locating it closer to SR 532. Another option is
to have a smaller arch near SR 532 with the 4-corner structure at the 88th Avenue and 271st
Street intersection.
• Move the arch from priority 3 to priority 2: Design in year 1 and construction in year 2.
• After review by the Community Development Committee begin discussions with the Chamber
of Commerce and business owners. Add a line item to the 2021 / 2022 budget for the
beautification program.
• Bring a draft schedule of work back to the Board at their next meeting.

June 8,
2020

Planning Commission

Gateways:
• Strong support for improving the City entrance at 72nd Avenue with trees, flowers and
signage. Create a special entrance to let people know they have arrived in Stanwood.
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Date

Commenter

Comments

•

Work to emphasize the Non-Motorized Transportation Plan and include pedestrian
access routes and safety.

Parklets:
• Support the concepts of Parklets.
• Concerned about potential loss of parking.
• Like the shift from vehicle oriented to pedestrian oriented. Visit Arlington’s Main Street as an
example.
• Concerned about creating parallel parking next to Parklets due to driving and parking skills.
Angled parking is easier to manage.
• Consider a street alternative that allows for Parklets and widen the sidewalks while keeping 2
travel lanes. This could slow down traffic and make the street more pedestrian friendly. This
would allow the street to be closed regularly for events.
• In the back parking lot, consider how to minimize potential conflicts between cars and
pedestrian. Drive isle route may need to be redeveloped as a street: curb, gutter, sidewalks.
• Back parking lot needs better lighting.
• Add landscaping to the back parking lot.
East End District:
• Prefer an option that keeps both lanes of traffic, but allows the street to be closed for street
fairs and events.
• Permanent closure of the street is their least favorite option.
• Support moving the farmers market to Main Street. They feel it improves pedestrian safety
by removing conflicts between pedestrians and vehicles.
• Support Parklets and increasing sidewalk width to make area more business and pedestrian
friendly.
Central District:
• Center turn lane is needed at congested intersections.
• Support the boulevard concept with strategic placement of landscape islands that don’t
interfere with turning movements. Will need a traffic study to help determine best alignment
options.
• Don’t need parking along this section of roadway.
• Support adding bike lanes but want to ensure that they connect to a larger non-motorized
network.
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Date

Commenter

Comments
• Consider adding a planter strip on the north side or widen sidewalks (greater than five feet).
• Agree with Economic Development Board, prioritize east and west ends first.
West End District:
• Lunch time is the heaviest used time in the west end; concepts should create evening activity
to enliven the west end.
• Do not favor closing the road; a one-way grid system could be considered.
• Maintain historic character and brick road – Brick street was originally laid out by Henry
Keiser.
• Designs need more thought: district boundaries, parking analysis, signage, and pedestrian
access from city parking lot to Main Street.
• Bollards could be used to close the road for special events; similar to the east end.
• Brick road has ADA issues that need to be addressed.
• Traffic calming designs should be used to help slow traffic.
• West side needs trees and flowers.
Gateways:
• Support all gateway concepts: 88th Avenue and SR 532.
SR 532 Beautification:
• Fully support landscaping concepts along SR 532.
• Add color at key intersections with Snow Goose signs.
• Prefer the straight line of trees down SR 532 to Pioneer Highway over the offset tree line.
Wayfinding:
• Support moving forward with Phase 2 of Wayfinding program.
• Signage should be hierarchical: signs on SR 532 should be general: shopping, parking, etc;
whereas signs on 270th and 271st could include business names with arrows. Signs on SR 532
should lead one into the downtown area and once in the downtown signs can lead people to
specific businesses.
• Focus on east and west ends first; Hill Top area could follow after Phase 2 in the downtown is
complete.
Other Comments:
• Move Wayfinding to Priority 1 = yearly on-going; work with businesses to add signage.
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Date

Commenter

Comments
• Agree with Economic Development Board, proposed funding for Priority 1 is too low. Double
the amount to $20,000 per year.
• Move pre-design of Main Street to Priority 2. Work could include Parklets, stripping, flowers,
benches and applying for grants.
• Move 30% design of Main Street to Priority 3. Start working on the project now; let’s not wait
5 years.

June 9,
2020

Carrie Richardson

I’m down at our office (up above Winks, next door to the Sushi Bar) and we park on the Brick Road.
Our parking is parallel to the sidewalk.
I don’t think there would be sufficient space for angled parking.
Oh my, lots in temporary parking for folks picking up Sushi orders!

June 11,
2020

City Council
Community
Development
Committee

General Impressions:
• Very supportive of moving forward.
• Volunteers spent many unpaid hours working on these plans with the goal of
improving the aesthetics and economic vitality of the City.
• Time to take action and move forward with projects. Even doing small projects every
years gets the attention of the community and shows investment in the town.
Projects relay to the community that the years of studying and planning for the future
is now being implemented. Plans are not sitting on a shelf.
Gateway Signs:
• Support the City entry signs at the corner of SR532 and 72nd Avenue. Consider moving
the sign when City Hall is constructed. It was also noted that City Hall may not be
built for several years and that the construction of the City facility should not delay
the entrance signage project.
• Like the seasonal color and plantings at the City entrances: provides a visual cue that
people are entering Stanwood.
• Support signage for Stanwood service clubs.
Parklets:
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Date

Commenter

Comments

•
•
•
•

Parklets create a “go to place” in the downtown, a place to socialize, and enliven the
streetscape.
First step in creating a “hub”, transforming the downtown from a car oriented focus
to people oriented.
To get the full benefit, restaurants and businesses would need to stay open past 5 pm.
Support getting the Parklet program up and going.

271st Street- East End Business District:
• Like the one-way street concept with widened sidewalks and public plazas.
• Improve the back side of the buildings on the north side next to the City parking lot.
• Visit Port Angeles downtown for inspiration.
• Support moving the farmers market to 271st Street: complement the businesses and
improves visibility. Farmers market should stay open past 6 pm; many people who
work cannot get to the market before it closes.
Central 271st Street - East and West End Connection:
• Like the boulevard concept best, but:
o Must be maintained to keep the intended beauty
o Spacing must be determined to ensure adequate turning movements
o Sight distance and safety is key to the success – people taking short cuts to get
around the planter islands
270th Street – West End Business District:
• Fully agree with the Economic Development Board and Planning Commission: West
end should have the same public amenities.
• Agree that the boundaries of the “District” should be expanded and better defined.
• One-way road could work, but need direction from the adjacent businesses.
SR 532 Beautification and Wayfinding:
• People should notice Stanwood when they drive through town! The town should not
blend into the background.
• Support landscape concepts along the highway and at strategic intersections.
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Date

Commenter

Comments

•

Move forward with Phase 2 wayfinding signage.

Budget and Implementation:
• Implement Priority 1 and Priority 2 projects with 2021/2022 budget. Phases 3 and 4
may take longer but should be kept moving forward.
o Yearly Beautification Budget – Plantings and Signage
o 88th Avenue Arch
o Start Pre-Design Efforts for the East and West End Districts
o Implement the Parklet Program
• The sooner the beautification action program can get started the better; it’s time to
create a town with personality and character.
June 25,
2020
(email)

Cat – Owner of
Cohost

•
•
•
•

•

•

July 16,
2020

Stanwood Chamber
of Commerce

A lot of people use the handicapped spot in front of Cohost. I wonder what the process will be to
help our older folks and anyone in need of assistance.
When the block has been closed in the past, our back alley gets SLAMMED. We have come in to
find both our parking spots occupied by parents waiting for their kids to leave Sylan.
I have had to tell a lot of people about the parking lot. And no one seems to know that there’s a
pass through in the Granary building. There will need to be much more signage.
The drive through traffic is important to Cohost. We are still pretty new, and we’ve heard from so
many folks that they drove by, and then looked us up. We still regularly get folks in asking about
the yarn shop – that’s been gone for 1.5 years – and I worry that closing the block will prevent
people from coming instead of attracting them.
What will be the street usage for each business? Am I gaining a usable outdoor area – at no
additional cost – that I can use for tables and chairs and to host classes, etc? Or is the block just for
walking? Because, frankly, there’s no where to walk to from here. The other pedestrian area – if
you’re doing one in “West Stanwood” is too far for a stroll. So people would just gain more
sidewalk, which I would need to understand the benefits of.
If the idea is to keep the parking and simply make it a one way street, I’m worried people will skip
this part of town all together to avoid the hassle of a few turns if the one way is not the direction
they're going. It will make downtown a specific destination, and not one that people just happen
upon. And we’re all hearing “I didn’t know you were here” regularly already. If there’s no drop
in/drive by/happen upon folks, we’ll get less business.

Few questions; but appeared to have general support.
• Like arch concept; look up the Willams Grand Canyon Arch
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Date

Commenter

Comments
• The west end boundary should include the Historic Society
• Consider speed bumps along main street to help slow traffic
• Like the approach; Stanwood currently looks “mish-mashed”
• Like the Parklet concepts and benches
• Look at the north / south flow on 92nd Avenue – traffic flow at QFC and Grocery Outlet is
difficult
• Consider adding trees along Stanwood Port Susan Trail – need to consider how that affects
dike
Chat Comments from Zoom Meeting:
Robin:
• I would love to see the West end include the Historical Society complex.
• I love the parklets and benches.
• I think the landscaping designs you have presented will go a long way to
improving Stanwood.
• Will there be trees replanted by the trail?
Deanna:
• Smaller gateway is nice.
• Roundabouts are nice - far better than one way.
• Parklets on the side lot make practical sense.
• Comments from people who have visited is that Stanwood looks mishmash. It would be nice
to have a good flow.
• Patricia, thank you for the thoughtful communication!
Joley:
• For the vehicles that drive too fast though main street, would speed humps be a good idea to
slow them down?
Hans:
• This all sounds great!
Tonia:
• What are they doing on 532 right now?
Beth:
• The worse traffic flow is on the QFC road coming out of Grocery Outlet. Horrible!
• The problem is the North-South directions and turning to Grocery Outlet and/or QFC. You
can't possibly know that there is a BIG problem.
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Date
September
9, 2020

Commenter
Stanwood Camano
Rotary

Comments
Staff presented the City Beautification Action Program to the Rotary; approximately 7 people were in
attendance. Overall the program was received well and members were excited to see the previous
plans being implemented. There were two specific comments: concerns about traffic at the 98th
Street Intersection and how to keep people off of private property when they are walking along the
Stanwood Port Susan Trail.
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CITY OF STANWOOD
Stanwood Washington

RESOLUTION 2020-14
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF STANWOOD, WASHINGTON,
ADOPTING THE 2021-2026 CITY BEAUTIFICATION ACTION
PLAN.
WHEREAS, Stanwood functions as the town center for a diverse rural, suburban
and urban population spreading across two counties in what is generally identified as
“Greater Stanwood/ Camano”;
WHEREAS, over the past 10 years the City has prepared several economic
development plans that that promote the vitality of Stanwood’s Main Street Business
Districts and neighborhoods, including: 2010 Economic Development Action Plan, 2012
SDAT – Destiny by Design and 2015 Downtown Subarea Plan;
WHEREAS, using guidance from these plans, the City prepared the City
Beautification Action Plan that implements project concepts and strategies identified in
these planning documents;
WHEREAS, the City Beautification Action Plan consists of 6 key program
elements: 72nd Avenue Gateway Signage and Landscaping, Main Street Revitalization,
Downtown Gateway Features, SR 532 Beautification, Wayfinding Signage, and Public
Art;
WHEREAS, the Stanwood City Council adopted the 2021-2022 budget on
November 23, 2020 which included the City Beautification project in the capital
improvement project list; and
WHEREAS, future project identification and phased implementation of the City
Beautification Action Plan will be determined during the 6-Year Capital Improvement
Program update process;
WHEREAS, The City of Stanwood has authority under RCW Title 35A, to adopt
plans and regulations related to development and operations within the City of
Stanwood; and
WHEREAS, the City Council held a public meeting on the City Beautification
Action Plan on December 10, 2020; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF STANWOOD, WASHINGTON, AS FOLLOWS:
Section 1. City Beautification Action Plan. The City Council adopts the City
Beautification Action Plan as attached hereto as Exhibit A and directs staff to begin
implementation of the 2021-2026 Capital Improvement Project list.
ADOPTED by the City Council and APPROVED by the Mayor this 10th day of
December 2020.
CITY OF STANWOOD

By____________________________
Elizabeth Callaghan, Mayor

ATTEST:
By____________________________
Jennifer Ferguson, City Administrator / City Clerk
Approved as to form:
By: __________________________________
Brett Vinson, City Attorney
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