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SEPA ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST 
 
 

Purpose of checklist: 
 
Governmental agencies use this checklist to help determine whether the environmental impacts of your 
proposal are significant. This information is also helpful to determine if available avoidance, minimization 
or compensatory mitigation measures will address the probable significant impacts or if an environmental 
impact statement will be prepared to further analyze the proposal. 
 

Instructions for applicants:  
 
This environmental checklist asks you to describe some basic information about your proposal. Please 
answer each question accurately and carefully, to the best of your knowledge.  You may need to consult 
with an agency specialist or private consultant for some questions.  You may use “not applicable” or 
"does not apply" only when you can explain why it does not apply and not when the answer is unknown.  
You may also attach or incorporate by reference additional studies reports.  Complete and accurate 
answers to these questions often avoid delays with the SEPA process as well as later in the decision-
making process. 
 
The checklist questions apply to all parts of your proposal, even if you plan to do them over a period of 
time or on different parcels of land.  Attach any additional information that will help describe your proposal 
or its environmental effects.  The agency to which you submit this checklist may ask you to explain your 
answers or provide additional information reasonably related to determining if there may be significant 
adverse impact. 

Instructions for Lead Agencies: 
Please adjust the format of this template as needed.  Additional information may be necessary to 
evaluate the existing environment, all interrelated aspects of the proposal and an analysis of adverse 
impacts.  The checklist is considered the first but not necessarily the only source of information needed to 
make an adequate threshold determination.  Once a threshold determination is made, the lead agency is 
responsible for the completeness and accuracy of the checklist and other supporting documents. 
 

Use of checklist for non-project proposals:   
 
For non-project proposals (such as ordinances, regulations, plans and programs), complete the 
applicable parts of sections A and B plus the SUPPLEMENTAL SHEET FOR NONPROJECT ACTIONS (part D).  
Please completely answer all questions that apply and note that the words "project," "applicant," and 
"property or site" should be read as "proposal," "proponent," and "affected geographic area," respectively. 
The lead agency may exclude (for non-projects) questions in Part B - Environmental Elements –that do 
not contribute meaningfully to the analysis of the proposal. 
 

A.  Background  [HELP] 
 

1.  Name of proposed project, if applicable:  

 Hamilton Landing Park and Access Project 
 
 
 

https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/Checklist-guidance
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-A-Background
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2.  Name of applicant:  

City of Stanwood (City) and Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) 
3.  Address and phone number of applicant and contact person:  

Patricia Love, Community Development Director     
10220 270th Street NW 
Stanwood, WA 98292 
360.454.5206 

Anna Sample, WDFW Environmental Planner 
600 Capitol Way N 
Olympia, WA 98501 
360.790.0868 
 
4.  Date checklist prepared:  

April 2021 
 
5.  Agency requesting checklist:  

The City and WDFW 

 
6.  Proposed timing or schedule (including phasing, if applicable):  

The project will be constructed in two phases. The first phase is the City’s portion of the project which 
will be constructed in Spring/early Summer 2022. The second phase is the WDFW portion of the project 
which will be constructed in Late Summer 2022.  
 
7.  Do you have any plans for future additions, expansion, or further activity related to or connected with 
this proposal?  If yes, explain.  

There is a potential future addition to the park that the City is coordinating. Additional pedestrian 
connections will be added improving access to the other recreational opportunities in the vicinity. A 
future trail connection near the entrance of Hamilton Park will follow the northern perimeter of the 
property and lead to a pedestrian bridge over the Irvine slough through a separate project (Stanwood 
Port Susan Trail). The trail will continue on the north side of the slough along the levee behind the 
existing commercial buildings to connect to an existing viewing platform owned by the City.  The trail 
may connect out to the sidewalk along SR 532 at a future date and eventually to a future park, Ovenell 
Park. The Port Susan Trail project did not yet have a projected construction date at the time of this 
application.    
8.  List any environmental information you know about that has been prepared, or will be prepared, 
directly related to this proposal.  

The following environmental information has been prepared for the Hamilton Landing Park and Access 
Project: 

▪ Conservation Easement (1/16/2015) 
▪ Joint Aquatic Resource Permits Application  
▪ Biological Assessment Form (12/2019) 
▪ Focused Environmental Investigation Report (7/19/2019) 
▪ Cultural Resources Assessment (2/2021) 
▪ Wetland Delineation Memo (1/11/2019, 4/19/2019, 8/12/2019, 12/20/2019, 4/13/2020, 

9/4/2020) 
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▪ City of Stanwood Critical Area/Mitigation Memo (11/19/2019) 
▪ Stormwater Site Plan (4/2020) 
▪ Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (9/25/2020) 
▪ Hamilton Stack Preliminary Condition Assessment (10/18/2019) 
▪ Mitigation and Monitoring Plan (1/11/2020) 
▪ Draft Hamilton Alternatives Analysis – Prepared for Army Corp of Engineers (4/2020) 

 
9.  Do you know whether applications are pending for governmental approvals of other proposals 
directly affecting the property covered by your proposal?  If yes, explain.  

The City completed Phase I of the Irvine Slough Stormwater Separation project in the Summer of 2020. 
Phase I included the installation of new and upgraded stormwater pipe from State Route 532 to the 
Irvine Slough pump station that is located on the northern property line of Hamilton Park. The project 
also completed the installation of a fourth pump to the pump station. The remaining phases of the 
project will be located throughout the downtown area on the north side of State Route 532 and on the 
east side of the City’s Wastewater Treatment Plant.  
 
10.  List any government approvals or permits that will be needed for your proposal, if known.  

The following government approvals or permits will be required: 

• Army Corps of Engineers Section 404 and Section 10 – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

• Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification – Washington Department of Ecology 

• Hydraulic Project Approval – Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife 

• Endangered Species Act Compliance – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, National Marine Fisheries 
Service and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

• Aquatic Lease – Department of Natural Resources 

• National Historic Preservation Act Section 106 Compliance – U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 
Washington Department of Historic Preservation, Stillaguamish Tribe, Tulalip Tribe 

• Critical Areas Ordinance compliance – City of Stanwood 

• Shoreline Substantial Development Permit – City of Stanwood, Washington Department of 
Ecology 

• Shoreline Variance – City of Stanwood, Washington Department of Ecology 

• State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) – City of Stanwood 

• Clearing and Grading Permit – City of Stanwood 

• Coastal Zone Management (CZM) Permit – Washington Department of Ecology 
 
11.  Give brief, complete description of your proposal, including the proposed uses and the size of the 
project and site.  There are several questions later in this checklist that ask you to describe certain aspects 
of your proposal.  You do not need to repeat those answers on this page.  (Lead agencies may modify this 
form to include additional specific information on project description.) 

The project is a joint development with the City and WDFW. The park includes the build out of the entire 
property in two construction phases. Phase I is the City’s portion of the project and the scope of work 
includes a non-motorized boat launch, nature play area, parking lot, asphalting, internal walkway, 
interpretive signage, picnic tables, benches, open lawn area, and holiday storage enclosure.  
 
Phase 2 is the WDFW portion of the project which includes the development of the motorized boat 
launch, public restroom, trailer parking lot, and wetland mitigation. 
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Safety 

The park is not intended to create a public beach but rather boat loading and unloading only. Public use 
of the park will be designated to the upland park area. The estuarine wetland has been delineated along 
the length of the project area shoreline. This area will be enhanced with upland plantings as part of the 
project proposal and will be designated as wildlife habitat, not amenable for children or public use. A 
split rail fence will be installed at the top of the bank to protect this sensitive area.  
 
The boat ramp has been designed for safe launch of trailered and hand launch boats at various tides. 
Small craft can be safely floated off of trailers with minimal vehicle contact to the water. The ramp is 
similar to launch ramps installed by WDFW in Skagit and Snohomish County including Lake Stevens, 
Snohomish Launch, and Hat Slough. The intent is for the boat launch to serve small boats of 26 feet or 
less in length. The site will be signed to warn boaters of the shallow water and indicate the launch is 
intended for small boats, such as “skiffs” that have a shallow draft and are typical waterfowl hunting 
boats or wildlife viewers. 
 
Signage will be installed throughout the site to notify people about respecting private property, 
practicing safe boating, provide awareness of local tidal conditions and boating restrictions. The 
following signs will be posted on site: 

o Small Boats Only 
o No Wake – 5 MPH 
o Be Cautious of Changing Tides 
o Use at Own Risk 
o Private Property (signs along southern property line) 
o Fueling boats on or near water is Prohibited 









https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-Earth








https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-Air
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-3-Water
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-3-Water/Environmental-elements-Surface-water




https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-3-Water/Environmental-elements-Groundwater


https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-4-Plants
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The Category III wetland will be affected by the automotive parking area, which will cover 4,012 sq. ft. 
of the wetland with asphalt pavement. This impact will be offset by enhancing the remainder of the 
wetland area (4,725 sf) and creation of new wetland (11,323 sf) by extending the wetland boundary. 

Park Area Plantings 
Buffer impacts would be mitigated by establishing 15,016 square feet of tree and shrub planting area 
on the project site, for a total of 15,016 square feet of native buffer vegetation along the Stillaguamish 
River.  The project site would also have 12,730 square feet of lawn area as part of the park 
development. Areas of temporary ground disturbance will be replanted with native grasses and 
ground cover as well as native vegetation that will provide landscaping and habitat enhancement.  
 

City Landscape Plan: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WDFW Landscape Plan: 
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e.  List all noxious weeds and invasive species known to be on or near the site.  
Noxious weeds that were documented during the site visit include: Himalayan blackberry, tansy ragwort, poison 
hemlock, curly dock, hedge bindweed, and reed canary grass. During the construction of the park the site will be 
cleared and the noxious weeds/invasive species will be removed. 
 

5.  Animals  [help] 
 
a.  List any birds and other animals which have been observed on or near the site or are known to be or  
     near the site.  Examples include:   
 
 birds:  hawk, heron, eagle, songbirds, other:  shorebirds       
 mammals:  deer, bear, elk, beaver, other:  small rodents      
 fish:  bass, salmon, trout, herring, shellfish, other ________ 
 
b. List any threatened and endangered species known to be on or near the site.  
According to USFWS and NOAA Fisheries, species that are considered threatened or endangered within 
Snohomish County include: 

▪ Oregon spotted frog (Rana pretiosa) 
▪ Brown pelican (Pelecanus occidentalis) 
▪ Yellow-billed Cuckoo (Coccyzus americanus) 
▪ Northern spotted owl (Strix occidentalis caurina) 
▪ Marbled murrelet (Brachyramphus marmoratus) 
▪ Bull Trout (Salvelinus confluentus) 
▪ Dolly Varden (Salvelinus malma) 
▪ Gray wolf (Canis lupus)  
▪ Grizzly bear (Ursus arctos horribilis) 
▪ Puget Sound Chinook Salmon (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha) 

https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-5-Animals
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▪ Puget Sound Steelhead (Oncorhynchus mykiss) 

According to WDFW’s Priority Habitats and Species list, species and habitats within 0.5 miles of the site include: 
▪ Bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) 
▪ Bull trout (Salvelinus confluentus) 
▪ Chinook salmon (fall, summer) (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha) 
▪ Chum salmon (fall) (Oncorhynchus keta) 
▪ Coho salmon (Oncorhynchus kisutch)  
▪ Coastal cutthroat trout, resident coastal cutthroat trout (Oncorhynchus clarki) 
▪ Dolly Varden (Salvelinus malma) 
▪ Pink salmon (odd year) (Oncorhynchus gorbuscha) 
▪ Rainbow Trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss) 
▪ Sockeye salmon (Oncorhynchus nerka) 
▪ Steelhead (summer, winter) (Oncorhynchus mykiss) 
▪ Swan species 
▪ Waterfowl 

 
Based on review of the listed species and the recent field investigation, suitable habitat is present for 
listed salmonids, in the Old Stillaguamish River.  
Fish are precluded from Irvine Slough due to the presence of the pump station. The pumps are suspended 
above the water level with secure flap gates. The flap gates are only opened when the pumps are turned 
on, at which time the volume and velocity of water being pumped out of Irvine Slough would prevent fish 
from entering during pumping operations. In addition, according to recent Department of Ecology studies 
Irvine Slough has tested for high bacteria and low dissolved oxygen. It was noted by biologists that the 
slough water was turbid, stagnant, and filled with filamentous green algae. These factors indicate that the 
habitat is generally not suitable for salmonids in Irvine Slough.  
 
c. Is the site part of a migration route?  If so, explain.  
Salmonid species including Summer/Fall Chinook, Sockeye, Fall Chum, Rainbow Trout, and Winter 
Steelhead are known to breed as well as migrate through the Stillaguamish River to higher spawning 
grounds.  
The project site within the broader coastal region is part of the Pacific Flyway for migrating birds. Many 
birds have been observed around the waste water treatment plant ponds, just east of the project site. 
Farm fields nearby are used as a winter feeding area for Trumpeter Swan, as a migration and wintering 
area. Eagles and shorebirds regularly migrate through the area. The site may be used as a stopover for 
migrating waterfowl, however there is little vegetation cover or forage at the site. 
 
d. Proposed measures to preserve or enhance wildlife, if any:  
All construction will occur during the work windows authorized by required federal, state and local 
permits and required permit conditions to protect fish and terrestrial species. A turbidity curtain will be 
installed during the construction of the boat launch in water to contain sediments and exclude fish from 
the work area.  
Fish protection and exclusion will occur in the following steps: 

1. Conduct work during the lowest available water discharge within the permitted time frame. 
Additionally, isolate the area with a turbidity curtain, working the curtain and a seine net out from 
the shoreline, herding fish away from the work area. Anchor the turbidity curtain with sandbags 
or similar to maintain net placement during construction to exclude fish access to the work area. 
Sweep the isolated area with a block net several times to push any remaining fish out of the 
isolated area. All fish capture and removal will comply with any provisions contained within the 
WDFW Hydraulic Project Approval (HPA). Relevant conditions provided by the USFWS or NOAA 
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Fisheries that address this project will also be followed, as outlined in a biological opinion from 
the National Marine Fisheries Service and the USFWS (Services). 

2. Wildlife habitat will be preserved to the extent practicable, by avoiding and minimizing impacts 
to existing vegetation. The use of erosion and sediment control BMPs will keep any potentially 
turbid water from entering suitable fish habitat in the Stillaguamish River. Native trees and shrub 
plantings will provide substantial enhancement of wildlife habitat. 

 
WDFW provided an alternatives analysis that outlines the process of how the Hamilton Parking Landing 
site was chosen for the boat ramp project and provided the following statements regarding the impacts 
of the motorized boat ramp on wildlife and safety. 
 
Potential Impact to Fish and Wildlife 

• Fish: There are no concerns of negative interaction on juvenile salmon and steelhead in the 
vicinity of the motorized boat launch from boats. These fish will avoid potential hazards by 
swimming away from them. WDFW does not have active monitoring of Sturgeon populations in 
Port Susan, however they are aware of their presence in the Stillaguamish delta area. Sturgeon 
seem to be taking advantage of food resources in the area but are apparently limited in terms of 
reproduction as no juvenile sturgeon, less than one year old, have been observed. 

• Wildlife (River Otters and Seals): River Otters have large home ranges that can be well in excess 
of 3-5 square miles. They may use core areas that exceed 1.5 square miles. They can den in 
burrows along riverbanks, and may use the same den in subsequent years, but they will also 
choose new den sites for each litter. Boat traffic and human disturbance currently occur in the 
area and it is not uncommon for river otters to tolerate a certain amount of human activity 
within their core use areas. Thus, sightings in this area is not unexpected. The establishment of a 
boat launch is unlikely to affect the local river otter population.  

Harbor seals will occasionally come into West Pass and swim upriver, but they are far more 
common in open water near the entrances of Skagit and Port Susan Bays. The area near the 
boat launch is not preferred habitat and the number of seals that come near the site are a small 
proportion of the resident populations in the area. The site is not near any pupping grounds, 
which are out in the bays. It is not expected that boat traffic in the area to have a negative 
impact on the local harbor seal population. 

 
e. List any invasive animal species known to be on or near the site.  
None are known 
 

6.  Energy and Natural Resources  [help] 
 
a.  What kinds of energy (electric, natural gas, oil, wood stove, solar) will be used to meet 

the completed project's energy needs?  Describe whether it will be used for heating,  
manufacturing, etc.  

The flushable toilet restroom will include a sewage lift station that will require electricity to operate. 
The completed project will require electricity to operate lighting throughout the park. 
 
b.  Would your project affect the potential use of solar energy by adjacent properties?  

If so, generally describe.   
No, the project would not affect potential solar energy system use by adjacent properties. 
 

https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-6-Energy-natural-resou


 
 

SEPA Environmental checklist (WAC 197-11-960)  July 2016 Page 21 of 29 

 

c.  What kinds of energy conservation features are included in the plans of this proposal? 
 List other proposed measures to reduce or control energy impacts, if any:  

No energy conservation features are currently planned. 
 

7.  Environmental Health   [help] 
 
a.  Are there any environmental health hazards, including exposure to toxic chemicals, risk 

of fire and explosion, spill, or hazardous waste, that could occur as a result of this proposal?  
If so, describe. 

There is possible risk of fuel or vehicle/machinery fluid spills or leaks due to the fact that construction 
machinery will be operating in the work area. The risk of a spill or leak is not likely and spill kits are 
available at the project site if a spill should occur. Fueling of vehicles and machinery is completed upland 
and away from the water body. After construction, fuel spills from recreational boats are possible. A 
sign prohibiting the refueling of boats on or near the water will be posted on site. 
 

1) Describe any known or possible contamination at the site from present or past uses.  
Maul Foster & Alongi, Inc was hired by the City to prepare a focused environmental investigation 
(FEI) report. The FEI work was conducted in general accordance with the Model Toxics Control Act 
(MTCA) and Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 173-340.  
The subject site was used as a shingle and lumber mill from the 1880s to 1962. The site has remained 
largely vacant since 1964, except for an office building, which was constructed in the early 1960s 
and used as a residence for approximately 15 years. The building was burned down sometime 
between 1990 and 1995.  
 
Report Conclusions: 
Two metals (arsenic and total chromium) were detected in soil above the wildlife ecological 
indicator concentrations in limited areas. The park design will consider the exceedances to ensure 
potential exposure to these soils is reduced or eliminated, so that future conditions at the property 
makes wildlife exposure unlikely.   
 
2) Describe existing hazardous chemicals/conditions that might affect project development and 

design. This includes underground hazardous liquid and gas transmission pipelines located 
within the project area and in the vicinity. 

The site does not contain any hazardous pipe lines.  
 
3) Describe any toxic or hazardous chemicals that might be stored, used, or produced during the 

project's development or construction, or at any time during the operating life of the project.  
There are no toxic or hazardous chemicals that will be used for the projects development or 
construction.  Construction vehicles will be onsite but will be re-fueled in an upland location. 

 
4) Describe special emergency services that might be required.  
The property is located within the current city limits where police and fire service already exists. 
The city contracts police services with Snohomish County Sheriff’s office and contracts fire 
services with North County Fire. No additional emergency services are anticipated to be required.  

 
5) Proposed measures to reduce or control environmental health hazards, if any:  
A Spill Prevention, Control and Countermeasures (SPCC) Plan will be prepared to minimize the potential of 
accidental spills of petroleum products. A spill kit will be available on site in the event of an accidental spill. 
A sign prohibiting the refueling of boats on or near the water will be posted on the site after construction 

https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-7-Environmental-health
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is complete 
 
b.  Noise   
 

1) What types of noise exist in the area which may affect your project (for example: traffic, 
equipment, operation, other)?  

Traffic noise from SR532 and the City generate noise in the area, but will not affect the project. 
 
2)  What types and levels of noise would be created by or associated with the project on a  

short-term or a long-term basis (for example:  traffic, construction, operation, other)? Indicate 
what hours noise would come from the site. 

During construction, noise will be generated by the operation of heavy equipment (i.e., backhoe, 
excavator, dump trucks), however this is short-term and will only be mainly during daylight hours. 
Some work in water will need to coincide with low tides and could occur in late evening or early 
morning hours.  
Recreational boating activities will increase noise coming to and from the site on a seasonal basis. 
Noise from vehicles and park activities will be generated from the site after construction. 
 
3) Proposed measures to reduce or control noise impacts, if any:  
Short term noise will be created from machines used during construction, limited to the City  
construction hours of 7:00 am – 10:00 pm on week days and 8:00 am – 6:00 pm on weekends and 
state recognized holidays. Some work in water will need to coincide with low tides and could occur 
in late evening or early morning hours. Noise is expected to remain below the City’s noise 
restrictions during construction. Park hours are from dawn to dusk after the completion of the 
project. 
 

8.  Land and Shoreline Use   [help] 

 
a. What is the current use of the site and adjacent properties? Will the proposal affect current land 

uses on nearby or adjacent properties? If so, describe.  
The project site is the former location of the old Hamilton Mill, which was destroyed by a fire in the 
1960s.  The site was never redeveloped after the Hamilton Mill closed due to the fire. The site is 
currently owned by the City. The site is currently vacant with the exception of a small parking area, 
primitive boat launch site, and remnants of the mill including a smokestack and a refuse burner. 
Features of the mill will remain on the site and be incorporated into park design. 
 
Adjacent Properties:  

o North of the Site: Commercial Properties and Uses 
o East of the Site: Wetland and Access to the City Wastewater Facility 
o South of the Site: Industrial Building/Barn  
o West of the Site: Stillaguamish River 

 
The project will not impact adjacent uses. Commercial properties to the north will not be impacted 
by additional traffic to the site because the properties are primarily accessed from SR 532 instead 
of 98th Avenue NW. The easterly wetland is operated by the City during weekday business hours. 
The industrial building/barn to the south is unused/vacant. New vehicle trips are anticipated to be 
2 weekday average daily trips and 4 weekend day average daily trips, which would not significantly 
impact access to other uses along 98th Avenue NW 

 

https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-8-Land-shoreline-use
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b. Has the project site been used as working farmlands or working forest lands? If so, describe. How 
much agricultural or forest land of long-term commercial significance will be converted to other 
uses as a result of the proposal, if any? If resource lands have not been designated, how many 
acres in farmland or forest land tax status will be converted to nonfarm or non-forest use?  

No existing agricultural or forest land will be converted to other uses as a result of the project.  
 

1) Will the proposal affect or be affected by surrounding working farm or forest land normal 
business operations, such as oversize equipment access, the application of pesticides, tilling, and 
harvesting? If so, how:  

The project will not affect or be affected by surrounding farming operations. Access to the project 
site is from 98th Avenue NW, which leads to a dead end with many farms. Parking for the project is 
not allowed along 98th Avenue, so the street will continue to accommodate oversized equipment 
and farming vehicles. Farming activities in this area are existing and there have been no known 
concerns regarding their operations. 

 
c.  Describe any structures on the site.  
The only structures that remain on the property are remnants of the Hamilton Lumber Mill that was 
located on the property over 50 years ago.  The Hamilton Mill burned down in the 1960’s.  The 
remaining structures include an approximately 150 foot tall smokestack and remnants of the 
foundations of a former refuse burner and former chip mill (cement bunker structure) as well as a 
portion of a concrete wall. There are also approximately 25 wooden pilings along the shoreline, as 
well as an aging wooden wharf.  
 

d.  Will any structures be demolished?  If so, what?  

Nine (9) wooden pilings will be removed as well as the decking material on the over water wooden 
wharf structure.  

The Hamilton Mill smoke stack, burner, bunkers, and fence/wall will be incorporated into the Park 
to celebrate the history of the site. 

 
e.  What is the current zoning classification of the site?  
Public and Open Space (POS) 
 
f.  What is the current comprehensive plan designation of the site?  
Existing Public Facility (PF) 
 
g.  If applicable, what is the current shoreline master program designation of the site?  
High Intensity. 
 
h.  Has any part of the site been classified as a critical area by the city or county?  If so, specify.  
Yes, the site has two wetlands (Category I and Category III), Stillaguamish River and Irvine Slough.  
Stanwood Municipal Code classifies the site with the following critical areas:  

o Light erosion potential (slope of 0%-15%) 
o Low risk of landslide 
o Within the 100-year Floodplain 
o Wetlands are present on the site 
o High Seismic Hazard Area 
o Volcanic Hazard Area (Lahar) 
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i.  Approximately how many people would reside or work in the completed project?  
None.  No one will reside on site.  The City Public Works employees will maintain the site as a public 
park including mowing the grass areas, cleaning the restrooms and performing necessary work on all 
park facilities.   
  
j.  Approximately how many people would the completed project displace?  
None.  There are no existing dwelling units on site. 
 
k.  Proposed measures to avoid or reduce displacement impacts, if any:  
None are proposed.  

 
L. Proposed measures to ensure the proposal is compatible with existing and projected land  

uses and plans, if any: 
The project is required to be consistent with the following City plans: Stanwood Municipal Code, Parks, 
Recreation and Open Space (PROS) Plan, Comprehensive Plan, Shoreline Master Plan, and 2005 Department 
of Ecology Stormwater Management Manual for Western Washington. 
 
m. Proposed measures to reduce or control impacts to agricultural and forest lands of long-term 

commercial significance, if any: 
The project will have no affect to agricultural or forest lands. 
 

9.  Housing   [help] 

    
a.  Approximately how many units would be provided, if any?  Indicate whether high, middle, or low-

income housing.  
None. 
 
b.  Approximately how many units, if any, would be eliminated? Indicate whether high, 

middle, or low-income housing. 
None. 
 
c.  Proposed measures to reduce or control housing impacts, if any:  
None are proposed. 
 

10.  Aesthetics   [help] 
 

a.  What is the tallest height of any proposed structure(s), not including antennas; what is the 
principal exterior building material(s) proposed?  

The project will construct a restroom building, which measures 9’9” at the peak of the roof. The 
building will be dark brown concrete and textured to resemble a barnwood pattern. The project 
retains the 150’ concrete smokestack.  
 
b.  What views in the immediate vicinity would be altered or obstructed?  
Views of the property will change with the redevelopment of the property and construction of the 
site into a public park. The project creates new view points along the walkways for the public to view 
the Stillaguamish River as well as proposes a viewing mound which will change the topography of the 
site in the northwestern portion of the property to further increase River viewing opportunities on 
the site.  

https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-9-Housing
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-10-Aesthetics
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c. Proposed measures to reduce or control aesthetic impacts, if any: 
The project proposes the reconstruction of a historic lumber mill site (now partially vacant) to a public 
park. The existing invasive plants and weeds will be removed and replaced with a new park utilizing 
native plants and a reconstructed wetland.  

 

11.  Light and Glare  [help] 
 

a.  What type of light or glare will the proposal produce?  What time of day would it mainly 
occur?  

The park will include lighting for parking and the paved paths.  Lighting would primarily be used for dusk and 
dawn, when the park is accessible to the public. On-site lighting will be downcast and shielded to avoid shining 
light on neighboring properties or public right of way. 
 
b.  Could light or glare from the finished project be a safety hazard or interfere with views?  
No. 
 
c.  What existing off-site sources of light or glare may affect your proposal? 
Street lights from 98th Avenue NW and lights from the commercial building / businesses on the north 
side of Irvine Slough. 
 
d.  Proposed measures to reduce or control light and glare impacts, if any:  
To control the light and glare the lights will be downcast and shielded to reduce the amount of light 
projected to or from the project site. 
 

12.  Recreation  [help] 
 

a.  What designated and informal recreational opportunities are in the immediate vicinity?  
Leque Island provides fishing, boating, shell-fishing, bird watching and duck hunting and is located 
to the west, just over the SR 532 in Island County. The City owns two undeveloped park properties 
to the west of the project known as Ovenell Park and Johnson Farm. The City also owns Heritage 
Park which is to the northeast of the project site that provides sporting activities for 
baseball/softball, soccer, and lacrosse. The park also provides the community with a skate park, 
pump track, dog park, restrooms, picnic shelters, and playground equipment. 

 
b.  Would the proposed project displace any existing recreational uses?  If so, describe.  
The project does not displace any existing recreational uses. The project will add a variety of new 
recreational activities for the community and is the only public property that can provide direct access 
to the Stillaguamish River. 
 
c.  Proposed measures to reduce or control impacts on recreation, including recreation 

opportunities to be provided by the project or applicant, if any:  
The project will provide new recreational opportunities and will not reduce or otherwise limit 
current recreational opportunities. 

 

13.  Historic and cultural preservation   [help] 
 

a.  Are there any buildings, structures, or sites, located on or near the site that are over 45 years old 
listed in or eligible for listing in national, state, or local preservation registers ? If so, specifically 
describe.  

https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-11-Light-glare
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-12-Recreation
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-13-Historic-cultural-p
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The project site consists of five features related to the former use of the property as a lumber mill. These 
features are located east and just inland of the Stillaguamish River.  

o Hamilton Lumber Smoke Stack – The smokestack is approximately 150’ in height and was 
constructed in 1927.  

 

o Concrete Structure (Bunker) – The function of this piece of infrastructure is unclear, but maps 
suggest it was built sometime between 1923 and the 1930s.  

 

o Refuse Burner – The circular concrete burner pit was built sometime between 1916 and 1918.  
 

o Boat Landing – A small boat landing is located in the northwestern most corner of the parcel. 
 

o Dock – The historic dock is now in ruin and located near the southwestern corner of the parcel.  
 

The Hamilton Lumber Mill Site (45SN765), is a historic-era archaeological site consisting of industrial ruins 
that can be securely dated to circa 1916 to 1930s. This includes remains of a refuse burner related to 
operations by Wisconsin Timber (1916 to 1923), and concrete structure associated with operations by 
Clough (1923 to 1930s). The age wharf likely dates to the operation of the Hamilton Lumber Mill (circa 1945 
to 1960s). 45SN765 was recommended not NRHP eligible. 
Because the Hamilton Mill Lumber Site is associated with historic lumber mill operations that were integral 
to the economic and social growth of the community of Stanwood in specific, and to Washington in general, 
the smoke stack, burner, bunkers, and fence/wall will be incorporated as a historical feature of the park. 
The project archaeologist stated that only the smoke stack is eligible for the National Registry of Historic 
Places under Criterion A, and that no other features of the existing site meet the eligibility criteria. Please 
see the Cultural Report for further detail. 
 
b.  Are there any landmarks, features, or other evidence of Indian or historic use or occupation? This 

may include human burials or old cemeteries. Are there any material evidence, artifacts, or areas 
of cultural importance on or near the site? Please list any professional studies conducted at the 
site to identify such resources.  

Three cultural and historic properties inventory reports were prepared for the project emphasizing different 
segments of the project area: Steinkraus 2019, Osiensky and Iversen 2020, and Hoyt et al. 2021.  There are 
previously recorded significant cultural or historic sites are located within the surrounding area of the project 
site. No new cultural resources were discovered during soil probes taken on the site.   
 
c.  Describe the methods used to assess the potential impacts to cultural and historic resources on or 

near the project site. Examples include consultation with tribes and the department of 
archeology and historic preservation, archaeological surveys, historic maps, GIS data, etc.  

A cultural resources survey for the project was prepared, consistent with Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act.   
Work included a thorough literature review of previously conducted cultural resources studies near the 
project study area, records search, Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation/Tribal 
coordination, and archaeological fieldwork in suitable areas consistent with NHPA Section 106. 
Based upon review of the Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation’s Washington Information 
System for Architectural & Archaeological Records Database, several portions of the Project’s area of 
potential effect have been previously investigated for cultural resources. No previously documented 
archaeological sites are located in the Project area. However, two historic properties occupy the Project 
area, and significant archaeological sites are known to be present in close proximity to the Project area. The 
Department of Archaeology and Historic Preservation’s predictive model indicates the Project’s area of 
potential effect maintains a high risk for unknown and significant cultural resources. 
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d. Proposed measures to avoid, minimize, or compensate for loss, changes to, and disturbance to 
resources. Please include plans for the above and any permits that may be required.  

The project will incorporate the Hamilton Smokestack (DAHP Property ID 719807), which has individually 
been determined eligible for listing in the NRHP under Criterion A for its association with early lumber mills 
and the lumber industry in Stanwood. However, the project will not alter the location, design or feel of the 
smokestack itself, and the present use of the parcel as a park will remain the same. The Project also will not 
alter present community uses of the smokestack during holiday seasons. The project, as designed, will have 
no adverse effect to historic properties. 

 
It is recommended that a Monitoring and Inadvertent Discovery Plan be prepared, as well as conducting 
archaeological monitoring of all ground disturbing activities requiring excavation greater than two feet 
below the surface elevation. No excavation is currently planned to occur below the four foot depth. 

 
The Stillaguamish Tribe of Indians will be contacted and invited to be on site during all construction 
activities. 

 
14.  Transportation  [help] 
 
 

a.  Identify public streets and highways serving the site or affected geographic area and describe 
proposed access to the existing street system.  Show on site plans, if any.  

The site is accessed by SR-532 and 98th Avenue NW/Floe Road.   
 
b.  Is the site or affected geographic area currently served by public transit?  If so, generally describe.  

If not, what is the approximate distance to the nearest transit stop?  
Community Transit runs three bus routes nearby including routes 240, 247, and 422. Bus stops for these 
routes are located at 272nd Street NW and 99th NW, and 270th NW and 88th Avenue NW.   
 
c.  How many additional parking spaces would the completed project or non-project proposal have?  

How many would the project or proposal eliminate?  
The project would create 15 vehicle parking spaces and 9 vehicle/trailer parking spaces. The project 
does not eliminate any parking spaces. 
 
d.  Will the proposal require any new or improvements to existing roads, streets, pedestrian, bicycle 

or state transportation facilities, not including driveways? If so, generally describe (indicate 
whether public or private).  

The entrance driveway near the bridge crossing Irvine Slough at 98th Avenue will have a new guard 
rail installed and the sidewalk will extend from the bridge into the project site. The alignment of the 
current driveway will be shifted to match the driveway across 98th Avenue to create an intersection. 
 
e.  Will the project or proposal use (or occur in the immediate vicinity of) water, rail, or air 

transportation?  If so, generally describe. 

The motorized boat launch is intended for recreational purposes only. The project will not use rail or air 

transportation although it is in the vicinity of the BNSF railroad and the Stillaguamish River.  

 
f.  How many vehicular trips per day would be generated by the completed project or proposal? If 

known, indicate when peak volumes would occur and what percentage of the volume would be 
trucks (such as commercial and non-passenger vehicles). What data or transportation models 
were used to make these estimates?  

https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-14-Transportation
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The City used the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) Manual to determine that Park use 
would generate approximately 2 weekday average daily trips and 4 weekend day average daily 
trips. The site will become more active during fishing and hunting seasons, which vary depending 
on the species, but most range from late summer / early fall through the winter. The site also has 
limited capacity due to the number of vehicle parking stalls and boat trailer stalls proposed to be 
constructed on the site. Since the number of anticipated vehicular trips falls below the minimum 
requirement of SMC 17.148.040, Transportation Concurrency – Exempt Development, a full traffic 
impact analysis was not required.  
 

ITE Trip Generation Rates - 10th Edition  

Land Use Category (ITE Code) Unit Measurement Daily Trip Rate Per Unit 

Public Park (411) - Weekday Acres 0.78 

Public Park (411) – Weekend (Saturday) Acres 1.96 

Public Park (411) – Weekend (Sunday) Acres 2.19 

Project Name Quantity (Units) Daily Trips 

Hamilton Landing Park 

Weekday 2.01 2 

Weekend (Saturday) 2.01 4 

Weekend (Sunday) 2.01 4 

 

g. Will the proposal interfere with, affect or be affected by the movement of agricultural and forest 
products on roads or streets in the area? If so, generally describe.  

No. The project will not interfere with, affect or be affected by the movement of agricultural or forest products 

on roads or streets in the area. 
 

h. Proposed measures to reduce or control transportation impacts, if any:  

To reduce or control traffic impacts 98th Avenue NW will be signed with No Parking signs. 

 

15.  Public Services  [help] 

a.  Would the project result in an increased need for public services (for example: fire protection, 
police protection, public transit, health care, schools, other)?  If so, generally describe.  

The project is not expected to result in an increased need for public services because the urban park is already 

served by existing police and fire services. 

 

 
b.  Proposed measures to reduce or control direct impacts on public services, if any.  

The project will be installing signage to help people safely use the site and provide rules/regulations for using 

the motorized and non-motorized boat ramps, along with tidal warnings and conditions.  

 

16.  Utilities   [help] 
 

a. Circle utilities currently available at the site: electricity, natural gas, water, refuse service, 
telephone, sanitary sewer, septic system,  
other ___________ 
 

https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-15-Public-services
https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-B-Environmental-elements/Environmental-elements-16-Utilities
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b. Describe the utilities that are proposed for the project, the utility providing the service, 
and the general construction activities on the site or in the immediate vicinity which might 
be needed.  

Electricity is available from 98th Avenue NW/Floe Road and will be needed on-site for lighting in the park. 

A new double CXT Cortez flushable toilet restroom will be installed next to the parking area. An electric 

sewage lift station will be installed next to the toilet building and will connect a new force-main and existing 

sewer manhole, approximately 690 feet to the east, under 98th Avenue NW. The toilet building will also 

connect to the existing water line, at the north end of the site. Refuse service is provided by the City Public 

Works Department. 

 

C.  Signature   [HELP] 
 
The above answers are true and complete to the best of my knowledge.  I understand that the 
lead agency is relying on them to make its decision. 
 
 
Signature:   ___________________________________________________ 

Name of signee __________________________________________________ 

Position and Agency/Organization ____________________________________ 

Date Submitted:  _____________ 

https://ecology.wa.gov/Regulations-Permits/SEPA/Environmental-review/SEPA-guidance/SEPA-checklist-guidance/SEPA-Checklist-Section-C-Signature

